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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1   Background  
 
Wilcannia is a small town located within the Central Darling Shire in north western New South 
Wales.  It was the third largest inland port in the country during the late 19th century, at the time 
of the inland river boat trade on the Murray-Darling river system.  At the 2011 census, Wilcannia 
had a population of 604. 
 
This report has been prepared at the request of the Central Darling Shire Council to provide an 
updated heritage assessment of the built heritage of the township of Wilcannia in the Central 
Darling Shire.  A previous heritage study had been undertaken in 1996-98 by Godden Mackay 
Pty Ltd, Central Darling Shire Cultural Resource and Tourism Study 1996, and this current 
Heritage Survey has referred to the findings of this earlier study.  Additional primary research has 
been undertaken to add to the information on individual places.   

All aspects of cultural heritage – indigenous and non-indigenous – are significant to the 
community.  However, this report does not cover indigenous heritage in Wilcannia as this is 
currently being assessed as a separate study.  
 
The report follows the NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage - Heritage 
Information Series – “Community Based Heritage Studies – A Guide “ (2013) which states: 
 

• A major premise of the community-based approach is that it provides an affordable 
means for communities to make a valuable contribution to the heritage study, with 
appropriate guidance from a heritage consultant.  

• Members of the community work alongside the consultant for the duration of the project. 
They undertake research, nominate items and consider recommendations for managing 
and promoting their local heritage items in the future.  

• Unlike other heritage study methodologies, ongoing community involvement gives an 
opportunity for the community to understand heritage management and council 
processes and to take substantial ownership of the study and its findings. This can 
reduce the likelihood of community conflict when the study recommends its list of 
heritage items to for the council to include in its local environmental plan (LEP).  

 
Funding for this project has been provided by the NSW Heritage Grants program and the 
Central Darling Shire.   
 
 
1.2 Existing Heritage Initiatives in Wilcannia  
 
The Central Darling Shire established a Heritage Advisory Service in 2007 and this service 
provides free architectural advice for property owners within the Shire area.  The focus of this 
service has been on the upgrade of buildings within the centre of Wilcannia, and advice has also 
been provided in Menindee and White Cliffs.  Since the introduction of this service, the town has 
seen progressive improvements of buildings, with new owners purchasing property.  In addition, 
the service provided the impetus for Council to apply for Federal Government Economic Stimulus 
Package funding, with successful applications receiving funding for conservation works for two 
major buildings in the town centre: the former Post Office and the Wilcannia Council Chambers.  
 
Associated with the Heritage Advisory Service is a Local Heritage Fund.  Currently the Council 
contributes $2 : $1 funding ($15,000 Council contribution, with $7,500 contribution from the New 
South Wales Heritage Grants program), to stimulate conservation works within the Shire area.  
To date this has been focused on undertaking stone conservation and verandah repairs to 
buildings within the centre of Wilcannia.  
 
Local community members (and the Wilcannia Community Tourism Association Incorporated) 
are actively involved with encouraging building upgrades and general community projects which 
retain the town's unique heritage.  A current project being pursued is the reconstruction of the old 
wharf remains on the Darling River Banks.     
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1.3 The Study Process  
 
The aims of the study were:  
 

• To locate, research, evaluate and record Wilcannia’s heritage places  
• To visit and review all existing known items and review their listings on the LEP  
• To provide the council and owners of heritage properties with directions for the 

management of heritage and to encourage its place in the future of Wilcannia 
• Consider ways in which this history and the accessible heritage places can play a part in 

cultural tourism of the town  
 
A public meeting was held in October 2016 in Wilcannia at the local Golf Club to present the 
aims of the study to interested parties from the local community.   
 
In addition, the Heritage Survey outcomes have been greatly assisted by the input of local 
historian Chris Elliot, as a sub consultant for this project.   
 
 
1.4 The State Heritage Inventory (SHI) data format   
 
The NSW State Heritage Inventory (SHI) software package and existing SHI listings for the 
Central Darling Shire (and therefore items in Wilcannia) have been accessed as part of this 
report.   Updated data entry into the SHI is proposed once the Shire has accepted the final 
report, and will be managed by Elizabeth Vines from McDougall and Vines.  
 
In order to make the information on Wilcannia’s heritage items accessible to the local community, 
individual building data sheets have been prepared as part of this report.  As noted above, the 
information from these sheets will be uploaded onto the SHI.   
 
 
1.5 Previous Heritage Reports and Sources of Information  
 
Previous reports have been referred to including the Godden Mackay Pty Ltd, Central Darling 
Shire Cultural Resource and Tourism Study 1996, Redfern 1998 and the Wilcannia, NSW, Main 
Street and Town Centre Interpretation Report, November 2010.   In addition, there have now 
been several conservation plans prepared for individual buildings in Wilcannia and the Wilcannia 
Conservation Guidelines May 2008.  These are included in Section 6 – Sources of Information.   
 
 
1.6 Three Year Heritage Strategy  
 
The Central Darling Shire has a “Three Year Heritage Strategy 2014 – 2017” which outlines the 
objectives for heritage management in the Shire.  The preparation of this report and undertaking 
a Community Based Heritage Survey is in line with Objective 2.0 of the Heritage Strategy – 
which outlines the need to Identify, List and Legally Protect Heritage Items in the Local 
Government Area.   
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View down Reid Street, March 2017  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Map showing location of Wilcannia in New South Wales  
(source:wwweb)  
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MAP OF THE TOWN CENTRE 
 
 

 
 

AERIAL PHOTO OF WILCANNIA AND DARLING RIVER  


